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Nature’s Critters is interested in supporting teachers.  The California Science Standards guide us as we develop our programs.  The science standards are our first point of reference, but we also review other standards.  Our program menu offers more than 20 different choices.  To simplify the choices, we’ve cross-referenced our programs to the science standard.  Below we’ve listed some recommendations for each grade level.  These are only guidelines.  All of our programs are available for a wide range of ages.
	 Grade Level
	Programs Suggested by Nature's Critters
	California Science Standards
	Open Court Units

	Preschool/

Kindergarten
	Amazing Animals 

Radical Reptiles

Nocturnal Animals

Hop, Slither and Waddle


	-Different types of plants and animals inhabit the earth.
-Identify major structures of common plants and animals.

-Characteristics of mountains, rivers, oceans, valleys, deserts.
	-Finding Friends
-By the Sea

-Teamwork

	Grade 1
	Habitats as Homes

What's For Lunch?

Who’s My Mother?
	-Living things have needs.

-Identify different kinds of environments.

-How animals eat & food chains.
	-Animals
-Journeys

-Homes

	Grade 2
	Hidden In Plain Sight

Creepy, Crawly Critters

Reptiles and Amphibians
	-Plants and animals have predictable life cycles.

-Identify sequential stages of life cycles for insects, amphibians & mammals.

-Rocks, water, plants & soils provide resources.
	-Camouflage
-Fossils

-Kindness

	Grade 3
	Animal Classifications
Where the Wild Critters Are

Animals From Around the World


	-Adaptations in physical structure or behavior may improve an organism's chance for survival.

-Diverse life forms live in different environments-oceans, forests, deserts, grasslands, tundra, and wetlands.

-When environments change, plants & animals adapt, move or die.
	-City Wildlife
-Country Life

-Friendship

-Imagination

	Grade 4
	Habitats as Homes

One World, Many Families

Eat or Be Eaten
	-Living things depend on one another and their environment for survival.

-Living things need energy and matter to live & grow.

-Identify food chains, food webs & ecosystems.
	-Journeys & Quests
-Risks & Consequences

-Survival

-Cooperation v. Competition

	Grade 5
	African Safari
Australian Walkabout

Animals From Around the World


	-Water on Earth moves between the oceans and land through the processes of evaporation and condensation (water cycle).

-Plants & animals have structures for respiration, digestion, waste disposal & transport of materials.
	-Journeys & Quests
-Cooperation v. Competition

	Grades 6-12

	Biodiversity

Going, Going...Gone!

One World, Many Families

It's A Jungle Out There!

Careers in the Environment
	-Organisms in ecosystems exchange energy and nutrients among themselves and with the environment.

-Populations of organisms can be categorized by the functions they perform in an ecosystem.

-The number & types of organisms an ecosystem can support depends upon the resources available and on abiotic factors.
-Biological evolution accounts for the diversity of species developed through gradual processes over many generations (biodiversity).

-Anatomy & physiology of plants & animals illustrate the complementary nature of structure function.
-Asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations make scientific progress.

-Principles of chemistry underlie the functioning of biological systems.
-Mutation and sexual reproduction lead to genetic variation in a population.

-Stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects.

-Evolution is the result of genetic changes that occur in constantly changing environments.
	-Ecology
-Action

-Value














A Unique Fun Learning Experience!
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